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TOMATOES | LikE MOST AWESOME THINGS

CoMB W MANY DIFFERENT ¢ RES, SHAP

AND CowRS. SOME HAVE STR(PES

SOMB ARE LUMPY . BUMPY( AND SOME

ook TIE -DYED )

USE YOUR,  IMAG-INATION To

DRAW SOME TOMATOES,

CoLOoR. THEM 1IN AND

REAUTIFUL PICTURSS

AT Tue Next Plck-uel ~

W HAT RE . THE COOLEST, SILLIEST,

MGT FABULOWS TOMKIOES you CAN

|MAGINE 7
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ombread o Collds Pier
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For the collards: l’\ | M
1 bunch collards, chopped ' salt and pepper to taste t &y Wire Ma -{-0 9 0

' 3-5 cloves garlic, minced 1 onion, chopped -(—a L‘H‘\U‘. also -fam-hs{'ic*
Forthecombread: “”’l‘t iKale o€ chard-e o
1 cup cornmeal 2 Tbs. honey (
1 cup whole wheat Hour 1 cup buttermilk >
- 1tsp. baking soda legg _ oﬁ%’\
Ihtsp. salt 2 Tbs. melted butter 0 \ 0

Combine the dry ingredients. Mix buttermilk, egg and melted butter."\,

Make a well in the dry ingredients, pour in the wet ingredients, and

miX with a few gUick strokes. Bake in a buttered 10-mch cast 1ron .

skillet at 350 for 25-30 minutes or until a knife comes out clean. @
While the cornbread is baking, sauté the garlic and onion in olive.oil ~§
until the onions begin to soften, about 7 minutes. Add the collards Pt

§L and sauté anpther 5-7 minutes, until the collards are dark green

Jand glistening.

~ \
‘\( I Allow the cornbread to cool slightly, then turn out onto alarge plate.
\| Cutthe loaf in half and spread the bottom half with butter.
{ Exle the cooked greens on top, and replace the top half of the loaf.
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X ‘good, hard, lasting, soaking, rain. Sanding in the field, the rain watering in the just-seeded carrots and

1 2 bests and soaking my dothes, was like salidying a craving I've had for allong, long lime.

° {.__. L._—Jh\j haee.j M{-ir\sl
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lam exhausted. Bone and brain tired, the kind of tired that oesn'l go away after agood night's seep.
can feel it deep in my muscles, on the soles of my feet and the back of my neck It is the kind of tired that

onfy comes at the end of July, four months deep into asix month season.
My farmer friends tell me that July is the hardest month. In April and My you'resstill fresh, your whole body jﬁ
craving work. In June there isn't time to be lired - you plant, plant, plant, weed, weed, weed, al day, every

day . July is when you can see what you did wrong. The days are getting shorter, but it sure doesn't fed I|ke

it y<I - youvebeenputtlng|n60-70haxweelc;fora#ﬂe.andyourenotqmeoverthegtmp " A

"Then: all my farmer mentors and friends and neighbors tell me, - comes Augugt. Youlre Just harvesting,
the weeds aren't o bad, everything is grexly Slowing down.” a

This week we seeded all of our fall carrots and beets, four 80" beds of each. WE're iill waiting for our ™.
spring carrots to size up; the droughl seemsto have sucked dl thelife out of them. It is strange to be’V
seading in preparation for fal when we haven't even harvested our very firs planting - but that is a part of
farming. No matter what happens, no matter how many successions of carrots, bets. turnips, and greens
you |loose, you just keep putting seeds in the ground.

We still have our last big planting of fall brassicas to put in the ground. Cabbageis in, but kale, broccoli,
caulifiower, and chard are al waiting patiently for US to make enough beds for them in our fal field, known
affectionately as "the outback.” hfeels like I'm holding my breath with them, waiting 10 rest until they're

e in the compost-heavy o
This afternoon, after a few scattered showers and thunderstorms in the last three weeks, it finally rained - '§

| came in, took ahot shower, and baked chocolate chip cookies. While they were inthe oven, |wenl out
onto the porch to listen to the rain. On abench next to the door, | found three ears of com, husked and
readly to et - the gift of afantadtic, funny, gmaﬁ 92-year old neighbor farmer.

| think he'd ageewnh metLl luly is t}le hardest month, and that it’s worth it. Not just to get through to

the glory of August and the golden beauty of September, but for its own sake, too. The first comn, the first

tomatoes, a good soaking rain, a whole lot of good work to look back on and be proud of, awhole lot of A
mistakes to learn from, awhole lot  days of sun and sweat and growing things &

o Loveg




