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Hello to all students. faculty, administration, staff, alumni,
and the beloved donors of Harding university. We are the HU
Queer Press, and we are presenting our first-ever publication.
This zine is a self-published work intended to bring
attention to the lives and issues of demoralized minorities.
\'/riting a zine is an act of social liberation. We heretics,
dissidents and mar{;inalized citizens are far enough outside
of the mainstream to be prohibited inclUBion in more
traditional media. so 'tie opted to circumvent those mediums
and create our own. Since the invention of the printing press,
leaflets and pamphlets were used in political and social
revolutions. like T"lJ.omas Paine's "Common Sense." We are here to
share with you our struggle. '.'Ie are here to be a voice for the
voiceless who are qUietly dying insides the ·tlalls of our
campus. We want you to know us. We are your friends, coworkers, students, family members, fellow worshipers,
professors, athleteG, and scholars. We are that guy who you
see running on the track or that quiet book worm, that girl
doing her hair or that softball butch. \'/e have gone with you
to social club func:tions, and you sit next to us in class. we
are your room!uates and the best friend to whom you tell your
every secret. We are queer. \-/e are gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender. \ihile the rest of you fall in love with the
opposite sex, we sh'3.re our lives and beds with those of our
own gender. All is not well for us at Harding. Our voices are
muted, our stories g;o unheard, and we are forced into hiding.
\-Ie
are threatened with re-orientation therapy, social
isolation, and expulsion. We are told stories and lies that we
are disgUBting sinners who are da!1lI1led to hell, that we are
broken individuals and child abusers. \'Ie are told we \'iill
live miserable lives and are responsible for the collapse of
civilization. We have lost our friends and families, been
ldcked out of our churches and school, and are killed. or
when left with no option, ldll ourselves. lve have felt the
pain of the deep, dark closet, and we are here to announce
that we will not stand for it any longer. This is simply not
acceptable. we are good people who are finished being treated
as second-class citizens at Harding. \·le have done nothing
wrong and we did not choose this suppression. We are children
of God and valuable assets to this campUB and the world
beyond. We are not asldng anything from you We are here to
tell you that we exist and will not be silenced.
''1 have seen the mi.sery of my people in Egypt. I have heard
their cries for 1ibE~ration from their harsh. oppressors. Yes, I
am aware of their suffering. So I have come to rescue them."
- Exodus 3."'7--8

"Straight Americans need... an education of the heart
and soul. They must understand - to begin with - how it
can feel to spend years denying your own deepest
truths, to sit silently through classes, meals, and church
services while people you love toss off remarks that
brutalize your soul."
--Bruce Bawer, The Advocate, 28 April 1998

When I wa.s 13. I, like most every girl-my age. had a
best fliend (we'll osll her Elle.) We spent olmost oll
of our free time together. wrote several·page-long
notes "to 8&.oh other that we passed when we met in
the school halls, wrote stones about what our lives
would be like when we grew up. We loved oll the
same llD.ovies, &11 the same books. and some of the
same m.usie.

HOWl
REALIZED I
LIKE GIRLS.
(AND WHY
I'M

SURPRISED
I DIDN'T
REALIZE
SOONER.)

I'd never thought thot I might be 0 lesbion. I hesrd
people in church tslk obout the dsngeIS of the GAY
AGEN:DA and knew several people who were part of
the boycott against Disney for their support of
homosl~xualitYI but I'd never known any gay people
or seen them on TV or rea.d about them in books.
They were like these mythological creatures who ran
amok in far lands causing all manner of sinful.
AlDS-:ridden oheos.
I begs" to reolize. though, that every time Elle had a
boyfriond (ond she hod A LOT of them.) I got
immensely jea.lous. Even if he was someone who had
always: been a good mutu&l friend, I would begin to
resent him. It w&sn't just that Elle was spending less
time with me, or that I felt left out. I wanted to
hold her hand like they did. I wsntsd her to look ot
me thl~ way she looked at them. I wanted to kiss her
goodbye when we all left &t the end of the sohool
dsy.

I did get to kiss her. Several til"es, "'tuolly, ot my 16
evel'yone else had fallen asleep. It WIrl.8 beautiful.

th
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I wrote her a love letter the next day, explaining how I'd felt about her the past
couple of the years.
But my family moved &way that summer, so nothing came of it.
I decided the new town would be 8. fresh start. I never told a.nyone about Elle or
thot I thought I might be a lesbi"n. I foked orushes to feel .inoluded when my
friends started talking &bout such things, but mostly I completely ignored any
sexual aspect of myself. Being a dlevout Christian made it easy to pass off my

disinterest in boys as wa.nting to avoid temptation b.ecause I was saving myself for
maniage.
I spent a lot of time being angry at God. for whatever had made me like girls. and

a lot of time being angry at my,elf for being unable to change that. Through a long
process that I don't have room for herel, I eventually came to accept myself as a
lesbi&n and got up the courage to com'S out to my friends &nd (most) family a
couple of yea.ra ago. I'm much hapJ?ier -aud far more confident in myself as a.n out
lesbian tha.n I ever was while trying to bl~ straight.
I'm not your stereotypical lesbiAn. I love dresses and pink and Jane Austen. I
don't hate men, nor a.m I afraid of thenl. I think sporta are the most boring thing
on the face of the planet.

Looking back. I think it', funny that I dodn't ,tart wondering about myself 'ooner.
When I was young, my favorite part of ICy favorite movie (Disney's Peter Pan) was
when they visited the mermaida beoaUBO I thcught they were eo beautiful. I always
obsessed over female characters _in moviell the way my friends obsessed over N*Sync
members. I always stared too long at the pictures of women on the covers of
magazines in the grocery store. though I always thought it was out of curiosity
about what my own body would become nomeday.

So I don't remember ever choosing to liike girls. It's just how things always were.
It', what felt natural. It wasn't until I wa, told that it wa, wrong that I felt like
I 'hculd be different.
I wa.s lucky that while I was at HardiIllg I had friends and roommates who were

open-minded and didn't ca.re at all
about the friendships I already had.
,till consider me family (though I'm
brothers are too young right now.) I
that.

wh,en I ca.me out. It didn't change anything
I'm lucky that I have a mom and sisters who
worried about how my dad will react. and my
knclw not everyone is &8 fortunate as I am in

My hope is that Harding will become a place where everyone is able to have the
love and support that I wd. I hope tha,t ,omeday people will be accepted as they
are and not expected to change or de:ny themselves of happiness. Barding has

started taking those steps, and I hope they'll continue to progress in a direction
that will benefit an students.
You are beautiful as you are.
You can be happy as you are.
You can be loved as you are.

'1'm just me
Wilo am '1? '1'm a dau8llter, afriend, a sister, a 8irr, a woman, a

!if

Iluman 6ein8' a {over ofart, cfpeace, compassion, a Cilrist
fo{{ower...oll yeall, and'1'm 8ay. Wilat does tllat mean? 'Rea{{y it
means tllat '1'm no different tllan anyone e{se. '/'It {east not more
different tllan anyone e{se. '1t means tllat '1 ll':Pe to meet a woman
someday wllo wire {au81l witll me, cry witll me, 8row witll me, 6ui{d a

!if

fami{y witll me, and rove me unconditiona{{yfor tile rest our Uves.
'But tllat's not wllat my rife is a{{a60ut. '1 want to 8ive 6ack. '1 want
to rove yeoyfe and to 1le!}Jye':Pk' rove tllemse{ves and rove otllers. '1'm
no differentfrom anyone efse.
'Unfortunate{y it took me years to reaUze tltat. Years

!if tllinkin8 '1

!if

was dis8ustin8, weird, stuyid: Years wonterin8 wily '1 cou{dn'tjust
6e like everyone efse. '1sn't tllatfunny? Wilo wants to 6e just Uke
everyone efse? '/'lnd Ilow can '1 6e just like everyone efse wilenye':P{e
are so different? '1 fina{{y understood tllat '1 was not tllis
"Ilomosexual" tllat was 6ein8 contemnedfrom everyyU!}Jit, street
corner andUVin8 room coucll in tile 'Bi6{e 'Bert. '1'm no yrostitute and
'1've certain{y never triedto rape any an8efs-or anyone efse for tllat

matter. 'T'lle tllin8s tau81lt to us 6y oed, strai81lt men are a comy{ete
misunderstandin8 tile queer wor{d: 'T'llere's as mucll (or more)

!if

diversity in tile L§'B'T'community as tllere is anywllere efse. 'Every
race, 8enter, yoUtica{party am{ re{i8ion Ilas its 8ay mem6ers. 'From
tllose dancin8 nakedin tile street at Pride, to tile yastor in tile
community cllurcll, to tile 'Muslim imam dOwn tile road:
Conservative, 1i6erar, 'Buddllist, 'Mormon, ']-{indu-you name it. '/'lnd
yeall, we queerfork like sex just as mucll as tile next strai81ltyerson,

6ut we aren't anasliou{an't 6e aefinea 6y sexua{ity. 'My Cife is a60ut
way more tlian tliat.
So fina{(y ~ 6eean to accpt a{{ of tliis ana knew ~ needea to taCk to
someone. ~ to{a some yeop{e ~ knew wou{astiff rove me afterward. 'T'1i,
funny tliine is, even tlioueli ~ knew tliey wou{astiff rove me, it took
two liours of meaninefess taCk to 6e a6fe to say it out {oud. 'Most of

if smi{eaana saia"~fieured." 'Ana oj
course tliey stiff fovea me. Soon ~ liaa tliis ereat erouy ifyeoy{e

tlie yeoy{e ~ first to{ajust kina

encouraeine me. ~ eot enoueli confidence to fina{(y te{{myyarents.
'T'liey, too, a{reaay liaa some idea tliat tliis mielit 6e comine, 6ut
tliere was no smi{e on tlieirface wlien tliey saMso. "We were afraia 0
tliis." "~'m very disayyointed." ~ sti{{ can'tfieure out wliy in tlie
wor{a tliey are disayyointed. ~ liaven't aone anytliine wrone. 'Un{ess
lionesty is wrone- 'T'liankfu{(y tlie initia{conversation

(if you cou{a

carr it tliat) was not tlie end. ~ tliink tliat we're c{oser 6ecause

if my

lionesty, actua{(y. ~'m 6{esseaenou/J1i to liave yarents wlio may not
unaerstanaeverytliine, 6ut are wil1ine to try. ~ wisli everyone were
fortunate.

--e--
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ON TIU
nJlUU~N'I' S'I'lU'l~ 011 ilN'I'I-(.llY nOf.tIll ,n'l'I1IN
TIII~ (~I1UIU~III~S 011 f:IIItIS'I' llNn I11UUUN(.
'1'OX((~ '1'I~ll(~IIIN(.S: Illl~(I(J~(~'1'IONS

(THE FOLLOWII\(i ARE ENTR,IES FR,OM MY PER,SONAL IOUR,,\lAL FR,OM WHEN I WAS IN HIGH 5OfOOL!\fID AT HAR.DII\!G

MIl ALSO EXCERPTS FR,OM A CUR,IUNT HAR.DI:\IG COUR,SE PI\CI\ET DESIG\lED WR,lTTIN BY PROFESSOR, toE BR,UMFiELDFOLLOWED BY MY COMMENTMY )

RelJardinlJ conversations w',th rY1~ ~outh Min',ster in hj!Jh school after
beinlJ bapti1.ed, Januar~ n 20010
1£ S4lJ i SlfOUD BE IIOFIA(j fOR 1IIE DAY WI£N i 4'1A TTR,J1CTW TO WO;l1EN AND C4N fU?T1£R
F/.l?SUE REIA TlOW/1PS WlTII T1£J\1, i BELIEVE lIES R.JG/ff. BUT ITS ilfRY fR1.6TR,J1 TI\(j R.JG/ff
NOW. DESiR.iA(j AND 1I0PiA(j fOR. TIIESE RELA TiONSlfPS iV TIlE fUTlJRE BUT NOT EXf'ER./EA(j\(j
S16NS ()f ;I10Vl\(j COJ\1f'lETElY iV TI1Jl T IJIR.ECTION. BASKALlY. i DON T WANT TO BElOAflY All
()f;l1YlIFE.

Notes after therap~ session at HardinlJ. October 2't 20010
i!l£fD TO ;I1A/(E TIIS DEliS/ON Will i (j() TIIWWII WlTII TillS OR NOT. i' SO i NEED TO

mUY COUNT TIlE COST MD R.fJIlIIE Tl14 T TillS IoWLL COST J\1E if YES. TI1Jl T i FOR SURE
WANT TO F/.l?SlIE;I1Y lifE ASA WOlY PERSON WlTllII/J\1ABOilf All ELSE:
-i WOULD I1Jl iIf TO SEE ;I1YSElf AS I£TER,OSEXUAl
-EVERY TI;I1E i 4'1A TTR,J1CTW OR. WANT TO lOOl( AT ANOTIIERIJJYi WOUD IIA VE TO S4Y

"NO. i 4'1 A IIETEROSEXUAl AAD i DO NOT #A VE T1£SE DES/RES. TIlEY ARE NOT N.4 TUR,J1l. " i
WOUD CO;l1PlEmy I1Jl iIf TO CAPTURE ;11)( TIlOUfJ1TS./JENY TIIEftI. AND NEilfR iNTEND TO
F/.l?SUE OR. CONTiAVE TIIESE TIIOWIITS

Excerpts frOM Dr. Joe BruMfield's Chrisf,an HOMe course packet
"Help For Relationsh',ps: Mate selection MarrialJe faMil~ bu',8inlJ and
counselinlJ" Expanded 2011 Edi'f,on (HAHAHA LOll
FA(j{S 118-121. SECTiON TITlED "Ho;l10SEXUAlITY: How C4N iT BE fflEilfNTfD "
iT IS POSSIE/lE f,V J\14NY OR. ;I10ST O1SES TO PR.EVENT 1IO;I10SEXUAlITY
•

lJEilflOP;I1ENTAlli4P5 /,V PARENT CIIIlD REIA TI(),\SIf1P ARE SEEN

•

A GlIlD W1IO IS SECURE /,V TIIEIR. WUER IJENTiTY ailfs BEST ASSUR,J1NCE ()f
1£TER05EXU4lDEVElOP;I1ENT LA TER

•

lJEVElOP;I1ENTAl ROOTS ()f HO;\,IOSEXUAliTY TYPfO\llY;

o

Boy H45 TO ilJfNTifY WITH F4 TIf[R 411V 1JiSIJENTiFY Wi71l 1II0THER 4 T
EARlY ST4liE

o '" T 15-18 1II0NTHS

(1ifJ1DfR IIJfNTTTY FlI4SE)

•

;I1071lER 1145 TO SU'PORT HIS BECOlllIAri 4 II\4N - NOT HOlD

•

if F4 71IER MD SON BON/}- If[ lMu NOT II\4M 4 F4NT4SY

BOYS TOO TIOfTLY

A TTfIIIPT TO COI\~ECT WITH TIE II\4SCUIAE
•

PA THOLOf1CAL ORCUIIISTANCES OF HOIIIOSEXUALITY:

o

D4IJ I5IJ15TANT- (j{}I.( ALC()IfOUC

Wall T BOIlIJ WITH ASENSITIVE- Nail

A METIC SOAr OR ARTiSTl'C Sail

o

WHEN DAD COlliES HOII\f fli:OlII WOR/( IF sav 15 HAPPY TO SEE HI!I1 DAD
II\4/(ES HI!I1 Fill I14PPY IF LWi 15 AffJR;\'\j\ri IIV PROBLfIIIS LH(ELY WITH
sav BECOlllIAri /K}1II0SQlIN

•

CERTAIN SI6N5 OF PRE HOIII05QllALiTY

o
o

REPEA TEOLY ST4 TED DESiRE TO BE OT/£R SEX OR ACT liM OTHER SEX
SmO,\{; PREFEREArE FOR CliiOSS DRE55lAri OR PRETEAVillri TO ORESS Lil(f
OTIf[R

o

liE~R

STRO,\{; 4IIV PERSISTEACE DESIRE FOR OPPOSITE ROLES

SiIlUE ;I1071lERS: CUB SCauTS 4IIV II\4Lf SUILJAY SCHaOL £L4SSI5 hOT ENau(J/ TO IIHP A BOY
REACH A CLEAR IiEADER IJENTITY : THE BOY IIIUST 114 VE avE SAliENT ({j(}(}{) 4IIV STRa\ri) II\4N

WOO TA/(ES A 5PEC/4L INTEREST iN HI!I1- 0,\£ 1114LE OIooSES HI!I1 --;I1EiIt HID 71IOSE
FA 71IERlESS BOYS AAD iNVITE TIV1 TO 60 FiSllI\{;. PLAY CA TOI Wi71l HI!I1 - E5PECI4LLY THE
QUIET BOY IN TIE BA[/(/iROLIIfJ.. .. TIlE OAf iN 71IE BA[/(/iROOIV - It: 15 71IE a\f WE I14I-f TO 60
AFTER

D4IJ,

TAM 71IE BOY auT OF THE HOUSE iVST YOU AIIV IE WRESTLE WiTH HI!I1 - NEWS

PHYSICALITY - TV[/( HI!I1/V AT M(J/T - ruL /lA-ISTORiES ABIJUT yOU{ YIJUTH - PRAY WiTH

11111 - TURN 71IE LIOfT auT. ENTICE THE BOY AWAY fI?QIII TI/4 T SUPER BalD WITH 1110111 COII\f av /(/0. BE;\{; AII\4N 15 FUN - ;110111 SHOLILD NOT IVTfflFERE - DaII T rET IV TIE WAY OF
THE FA 71IER SON RfL4 TiONSlliP

t11PLKA TiOflS OF I14I1AriA SOiaOL COLNSROR SAY TO COI.ffI5E{)/(iIJ "YOUIIIUST 4CCEPT TIISyau WIlL 4L WAYS BE TIIS WAY - j 6UESS yau I14I-f A 64Y 1EI'l" - jl.N/\ D4!I\4liES/(/D. 6;lY
WIlL BECOIIIE TIEIR IJENTITY IF FED, COIIRRII\fD all TIlE !lET, ETC. C;tLlFORNI4 SCHOOLS ARE
DOIAri 711/5 iN/(illVER64RTEN_ a'lY 2% OFPOf'()/A Tiall/5 64Y- BUTiT WIlL BECOIIIE 1 0%
BECAUSE SOCiETY /5 RAPiDLY /AYlAri 71IE FauWA TiON.

P4R,ENTS OW PREVENT IfOi>\05EXU4UTY - TlERE is 4 CHOiCE - TIERE is SOi>\ETlfiN6 YOU £AN

(J()!!! T41-1( TO YM l(ilJ -

KilJS 4RE BEiMj PRESSURED TO BECOi>\E Wlf4 TWill £AUSE 71IEi>1

HORRIBLE P4/,V 4LL TIEIR LiVes

THE GAY REVOLUTION
IS UNDERWAYI

Retlecflons on the ciboye texts
i WISH i COULD ASSUME THE ABOVE TEXTS MIl QUOTAnONS OON T NEED EXPLANI\TION OR
COMMENTARY BECAUSE OF THEIR AB5U(IlITY, BUT i M AFRI\Il THEY 00. ALMOST 1\11 THE
ABOVE INFORMl\TION FROM MY YOUTH MINISTER, THERAPIST, MIl PROFESSOR BRUMFIELD IS
COMPlITElY lI\Cl\lNG IN !\NY FACT OR REAUSTIC THEORmCAL FOUNDATION. THEY DEFY 1\11 RUlES
OF SCIENCE, LOGIC, AND ARGUMENT. To USE DR. BRUMFIELDS WORD. IT IS AlL "jLNI\." FROM
THE AUTHORsI"SCIENTISTS" THI\T THE INFORMI\TION IS BASED OFF. TO THE TIRED
STEREOTYPES AND REPEATEDLY HETEROSEXIST ASSUMPTIONS. IT SAlljLNI\.
AFTER LEAVING HI\RIliNG AND COMiNG TO AN AUTHENTIC ACADEMIC iNSTITUTiON I HAVE RWJZEIJ
HOW FAUlTY MANY OF THESE TEACHiNGS ARE. iTS NO LOM;ER GOOO ENOUGH TO jlST SAY
SOMETHiNG TO ME THAT MIGHT I~TlI\llY SEEM LOGICAL iNSTEAD, i NEED PROOF. i NEED THEORY.

I NEED PRACTiCE. RESEARCH. OR ANYTHNG ElSE TO BACK. LP YOUR EMPTY OAIMS.
THE TEACHINGS i HAVE OUTUNED ARE SO COMMON MIl SO EASILY ACCEPTED WITHiN THE CHURCH.
THESE EXACT TEACHiNGS ARE WHAT CAUSED ME TO BE iNCREDiBLY OEPRESSED WHILE AT
HARDiM;. THESE EXACT TEACtlM;S MADE ME NOT WANT TO EVEN EAT LUNCH OR OiNliER iN THE

Cl\ffTffiII\ BECAUSE i WAS PARANOID PEOPlE WERE LOOI\ING AT ME THINI\ING. "LOOI\ AT THAT
FAG - DiSGlSTiNG." THESE TEACtlM;S ONE DAY GAVE ME THE RANDOM DAYQREAM/THOUGIIT
THAT i WOUlD WALI\ OUTSIDE MY DORM AND FIND THE WORD FAG SPRAY PI\INTED ON MY CAR.
THESE TEACHINGS CREATE A CUlTURE OF HATE. OISGL5T.AND FEAR AMONG NON QUEER FOLI\S.
THESE TEACHINGS CREATE A CUlTURE OF SELF HATRED AND SELF OISGL5T AMONG GAY MIl
LESBIAN PEOPlE. THESE TEACHINGS ARE UNl\CCEPTABLE, HARMFUl. AND ABSOLUTElY lI\CK.ING IN
ANY SORT OF saENCE OR METHOD OR THEORY THAT EVERY OTHER ClAIM IN ACI\IlEMIA MIl
PROFESSlONI\USM REQURES.ILNI\ jLNI\ iLNI\. juNI\ THAT FUCI\S PEOPlE UP.
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8: Terminator. That
is when I knew I was
different, somehow,
not quite sure how,
but different. I was
watching the first
Terminator. It was
the first scene.
Kyle Resse walked
naked out of a
tunnel. I stared at
the full view of his
ass. My eyes were
ensnared at his
perfect body. What
was this thought?
This is nothing like
Aladdin and Jasmine
or Belle and the
Beast. Oh well.
10: We were playing
house with friends
in the neighborhood.
I was dad. I was
paired up with Sage.
She was nice but I
started to cry as we
tried to kiss. I
didn't want to kiss
her. Her brother came over and asked me whom I wanted to marry. I
told him that Ryan and I should try to be dads together. He called me
a Fag, a word I didn't know. Th,eir mom never let me play over at
their house again. What did I do wrong?
12: I was downstairs in the church with two other friends. James had
something to show us. He pulled out a magazine with nude women. The
other guys' eyes were fixated on the girls. I pretended to do the
same. I was sure of two things after that day. These pictures were
doing something for my friends that it didn't do to me, and that I
must never let anyone know.
13: Jeff kissed me. I was his best friend. I didn't know what I was
feeling but I wanted to be around him all the time. He got a
girlfriend, Kathleen. I hated her but I didn't know why. She never
did anything to me. One day Jeff took me in the woods and said that
he liked me, like he liked Kathleen. He leaned in a kissed me. I felt
more alive in that moment then I had ever felt before. The next day
in school, Jeff told the entire locker room that I tried to kiss him

I was his best friend and he was mine.
We spent every waking moment together.
He held me tight and I held him
tighter. We were inseparable. Peopl.e
jokingly told us we were gay together.
I l.oved hearing that. I never want to
leave his side.

19: Three days a week in Harding's
Counseling Center. I moved from
therapist to therapist trying to find
a way out. It was my final act of
desperation. The choices were as
follow: be saved from my closeted sin
or death. I planed it all out. If
this failed I would die. I had already

gotten the gun. It was under my dorm room bed. Would I really end up
just like my uncle, dead and exposed for his shame? The Greek God
had gotten a girl. Judas. I felt betrayed. I needed help. I needed
him. My dreams of love ended as counselors told me I would alone for
the rest of my life, but that I should take comfort in God. God has
abandoned me. I want to love and be loved by another. Father, Father
why have you forsaken me?
20: I was broken. I looked down. I was on my knees in the snow. I
couldn't feel my legs. My feet were raw, cold, and beginning to
bleed. My heart was beating strikingly slow. I had wondered out of my
dorm and into Harding Park. I w,ant the Greek God to find me. Pick me
up and hold me. I lay with my face down in the snow. I was cursed
with a detestable sin. I didn't ask for this. Take this away, please,
I beg you. I'm on my knees in my blood. If my blood cannot atone for
my desire, let me know what else to do. Will only death bring me
salvation? Fuck you God. You have left me alone, to die here in the
snow.
21: I fled to the Middle East. I was bitter and angry with God. I was
angry and I wanted answers. I guessed I might find it in the land of
the Bible. What I found was Tommy. An Australian. He was flirting
with me in a bar. A bar for queers, queens, and trannies. We rode
bikes along the Sea of Galilee and swam around nude, sorry Jesus. He
gave me a book that would change my life. It was an interpretation of
scripture like I had never seen before. It showed how the Bible was
not as condemning of gay sexuality as I had always heard it. Then he
brought me to a minister who was both gay and Christian. I spent
hours talking to the both of them. I felt like new life was rushing
into me like water rushing into a stream. lover-flowed with joy. I
didn't have to compromise my faith to be who I was. I didn't do
anything wrong. I didn't ask for this but God had given me a gift;
good news for others like me to hear.
22: I felt alive and full of passion. I came out to my friends, my
parents, my church. Everyone. I couldn't contain it anymore. It burnt
like a fire in my belly. I lost some friends and a lot of respect,
but I didn't need it anymore. My closest friends supported me
unconditionally. The Truth had set me free. It has opened a new
chapter for my life. It is not a neat little package but freedom to
doubt, questioning, love, exploration and permission to be weak. I
don't have all the answers but I don't need them anymore. Faith is
not about answers or strength. :Faith is us on our knees, broken, weak
and full of questions. Like Jacob at Bethel, we must wrestle with
God. When we triumph our name becomes Israel.

-- z

My Experience at Harding
Let me tell you about myselffrom before I came to Harding.
When I made the decision to be baptized back in 5th grade, I
remember very clearly thinking as we stood for the invitation song, "If I do
this now, I have to stop liking boys." That's honestly the only thought I had
before I walked down the aisle.
But I very quickly ran into a problem: I didn't stop liking boys. They
only got more attractive. I fought with myselffor years about it. I can't tell
you the number of nights I went to bed begging God to give me the strength
to change.
Reader, I assure you, I tried. I defy anyone who says that I didn't try
hard enough. I prayed, I fasted, I got involved in youth groups of at least 4
different churches. I was a very vocal member in the online community - any
time I saw a religious section ofa forum, I had the Biblical answers to all of
their problems, the worst of which was homosexuality. I even had a couple of
girlfriends for a while just because I thought the experiences would help turn
me. I wanted nothing more than to stop sinning. Unfortunately, I became a
very secretive, angry, emotionally unstable person because I was carrying
this terrible burden.
And then, one summer, I realized something that had been said to me
in countless Bible classes and sermons: God always answers prayers, but
someti mes He sa ys no.
That may sound like blasphemy to you, me saying that God wouldn't
help me change so He must be okay with this, but I honestly can't think of
any other explanation. And truthfully, that realization brought about a much
happier, more satisfied person than had been in the years prior. Not only that,
but I was also able to grow a lot spiritually. Christians will often point to
lives like mine and say, "Look! Being gay makes you miserable!" But I
promise you, the misery didn't come from being gay. The misery came from
trying to be straight.
All of that leads to me coming to Harding. I began the coming out
process my first semester offreshman year. It was after my first really bad
break up - you know, the kind that leaves you miserable for months on end,
and none of your friends really want to be around you because you're doing
and saying the craziest things ... Honestly, if it hadn't happened, I wonder

how long it would have been until I carne out more. I carne out to a friend
who had sort of dropped hints that she was okay with it. That was December.
I didn't corne out to anyone else until May, and after that, probably December
again.
Needless to say, I'm extremely careful about corning out. In my
mind, the worst thing that could happen would be the other person putting on
a pathetic face, saying the words, "I'll pray for you ... " and then never
speaking to me again. I don't want to be prayed for. I appreciate that you
want for me to be straight, and that you want it for me so much that you'll
take it to God. But as I saw it a few years ago, no one on earth could have
wanted it more than me. Surely God would answer the prayer of the person
who wanted it answered most, and I prayed about it for years.
Being gay is always tough in the kind of environment where you're
not 100% sure whether the person you're com ing out to wi II accept you, pity
you, or report you. You learn how to bring up your private life - either with
changed pronouns or not at all. I don't know whether I'll be able to keep
some ofthe friends I've made while at Harding simply because they'll never
get to know the real me.
Ifthere's anything I need right now, it's to know that my fellow
students don't hate me. We need it. We need people who aren't afraid to say
that they'll love us no matter what. We're in a place that hides us behind lies
(an action that we're supposed to fight against as Christians, I think). We're
scared that our peers will abandon and shun us, scared that our college
experience is going to be horrendous and miserable, scared, iffor no other
reason, that we'll be forced to choose between being with someone we
genuinely love and doomed to spend an eternity in hell, or choose to be with
Christ, but be alone and miserable for the rest of our Iife on earth.
That's what life in the church, life at Harding has taught me, reader. I
tried for years to bejust like you and I failed, and my brothers and sisters in
Christ have taught me that that means I must live alone for the rest of my life.
I am to remain celibate - no, even farther, I am to become asexual, because
even my desire to be with a man dooms my soul to hell. I am to delicately
avoid the questions "Do you have a girlfriend?" and "When are you getting
married?" until I'm put in a nursing home - put there by my siblings or
nieces and nephews, rather than the children I can never have. My brothers
and sisters have taught me that that is my fate, and until I hear otherwise
from the ones who will love me, I must assume that you all feel this way.
And that is why we must hide. That is why we need you.

-p

~ It !Jere;.t ~trer ~~d.l1h) ~ if;e.
IJorlJ sir;(( N4e. fA?•
d.-

{t\~r ~~~

~

sect<'l\

r~~:

l.oW IJe &ft~,

ot\ 't4lers

~ bel;~

or ~1Je Ji~t.

Sodom and...Gibeah
(I wanted to quote Genesis 19:1-11, but it's too long, so. Go get your
Bible. I'm going to reference that pa8sage some.)
Ah, Sodom...The perfect go-to example for Christians who stand
against homosexuality: a story of a town full of nothing but homosexuals who
immediately burn for their lustful desires... Because that's what it is, right?
I won't say that it's not. But I will point Qut these things:
Can we agree that at least one sin of sexual immorality at Sodam was
gang rape? I mean, forget for a moment about the gay sex. Gang rape is
sexually immoral, yes? If we can agree, I'd like to point out that the
motivations of rape are more commonly associated with anger or power and
control than sexual satisfaction. Tell me if this sounds reasonable - would a
haughty people (Ezekiel 16:50) think that they had so much power that they
would want to prove they have control over any visitor that stopped by?
Speaking of sexual satisfaction, isn't it strange that Sodom was the only
city in the history of the world to produce an entire population of
homosexuals? Even today, in the liberal culture you're living in, the highest
percentage of LGBTQ people in a metropolis is about 15%. Couldn't it be
possible that most, if not all, of the men were, in fact, straight? They had
young and old men. It's totally possible that some of the old men were the
fathers of the young men, suggesting that they'd had at least one sexual
encounter with a woman...right? Forget about the fact that these angels took
the form of men. If they had been women, do you think the situation would
have turned out any differently? Consider the eerily-similar story of Gibeah
(Judges 19) before you answer.

And what about the angels? Hypothetically speaking, if you had a group of
men trying to break into your house and your options for appeasing these
men are your two virgin daughters or spiritual beings sent to you from God,
which would you offer up first?
Most importantly, look at Lot's rt'ason for keeping the men from the
angels in verse 8: "Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under
the shelter ofmy roof:' Incidentally, it's the very same reason given in the
Gibeah account. Isn't that strange? He begs the men not to do that wicked
deed (which he knows is wicked, v.7) to the angels not because they're men,
but because they're guests. Wouldn't Lot cry out against the wickedness of
gay sex over the fact that he's got company?
But, no, I won't say that the story isn't about God judging a city of gays.

-p

Many good people build their case against homosexuality almost entirely
on the Bible. These folks value scripture and are serious atout seeld.ng
its guidance in their lives. unfortunately, many have never really
studied what the Bible does and doesdt say about homosexuality. He gay
and lesbian Christians take the Bibl,. seriously, too. People, both gay and
straight, are figuring out there are flaws in the old p9.radigm of
understanding biblical sexual ethiCE\ including homosexuality. Tm
convinced the Bible has a powerful message for queer Christians as well
for straight Christians. But it's not the message of condemnation we so
often hear.
We must be open to new truth from Scripture. Many faithful followers of
G'flrist and the c1lUrch as a whole have crJanged their minds on issues. It
took a sheet lowered from the sky with animals in it for Peter to see new
truths atout Jewish law.
Tue church UBe to defend slavery using
scripture; now that thought is unacc:epteble. Even if we think the Bible
is infaJ.lible, it is dangerous to think tll..at our lUlderstanding is without
fault
The Bible is a text about God net a handbook on sexuality. It is a story
al:Jout a God and his love for his people. It was never intended to be a
book about ooxuality. certainly it has something to teach us about love
and commitment but not about orientatioIL In fact, the Bible accepts
sexual practices that we condemn and condemIlG practices t:b..at we accept
According the Deuteronomy if a bride is nat a virgin she should be stoned
C22:l3--2D and Leviticus forbids a married couple to have sex when the
woman is having her period U&l9). Mark says that if a husband dies
without a c}1.ild the wife must sleep with hiB brothers until a child is
'born U.TI8--271 vIe certainly do not agree with these sexual ethics. The
Bible aJ..so say that prostitution is legal for men but not women and many
of our greatest heroes of the Bible had more then one wife. Traditional
marriage as the evangelical right would like to force on everyone doesn't
even exist in the Bible. Jesus and Paul never married, Abra}1..am fathered
children with women other then his wife, and Jacob married 1:Joth Rachel
and leah
We miss the power of the stories if w"e are deb3.ting what they 1!say1! about
sex. tlIts about Adam and Eve, not Adam and steve.!1 I hear often this claim
against same-sex. The power of thie; story is just as true for Adam and
Eve as Adam and steve. It a story about how God created the world and it
WaG good.
Some want to suggest that because this story GaYs it WaG
natural that a man and a woman corne together to create life that
homosexuality must be unnaturaL Moat does this say about other people
who cannot produce children: single men and women, couples that cannot
bear children, older couples, or ones that chose not to have kids? or the
story of Sodoro. We know the sin of Sodom and it was nat gay sex-crazed
men. Ezekiel l6:li&'f9 tells us that the sin of Sodom was injustice to the

poor and inhospitality toward the foreigner. Sodomites are the people
who bnild bigger homes, bUy better cars and forsake their needy brothers
and sisters. The rape in the story is a historical act common to the time.
It was common for thieves and b1.l--1lies to assert power over their "enemies",
in this case the angels, by raping them. This was a dehumanizing act
a1:.xmt control and power, not abou.t sexual orientation.
The two biggest passages that are need unfairly towards homosexuality
are found in Leviticus and Romans. Let's take Leviticus first Leviticus
says that "lJ.t is an aoomination for a man to lie with another man, his
blood shoUld 1:e upon f1...iml! (20:131 Leviticus was a holiness code for only
the priests of Israel to follow. It included proD.ibitions against round
hair cuts, tattoos working on the sabbatl~ wearing giU'Jllents of mixed
fabrics, and eating pork (O~ not the bacon!) It was an abomination to do
any of these things. It was an a.1:omination to eat pork and to sleep with
men. The Hebrew word TO'EBAH (a.1:omination in Englis:bJ means something
customarily offeI15ive in a certa:in time, place, and for certain people. In
this case a priest in ancient IBrae~ But why was gay sex seen as an
a1x>mination? The Jews were a small nation trying to populate a country.
They had many enemies and were outnumbered. Any act that was seen as
wasting a seed lit was believed that only the male sperm bad what made a
child, the woman was just an incu1:ator) was seen as wrong.
So
masturbation and pulling out of the vagina before ejaculation and
homosexuality was seen as a sin.
Now for Romans 1:26-27. Paul describes non-Jewish women who "exchange
natural use for unnatural" and non-Jewish men who "lust for one another
and leave the natural use of women, working shame with each other".
Pretty clear right? Homo sex is wrong. Lets look at this more closely.
Paul is writing this letter to Rome after his missionary tour of the
Meditsrranean. On his journey Pa.ul had seen great temples bnilt to honor
Aphrodite, Diana, and other fertility gods and goddesses of sex and
passion instead of the one true Cod the a pestle honors. Apparently, these
priest and priestesses engaged in some cxld sexual 1:Jehaviors - including
castrating themselves, drunken orgies, and having sex with temple
prostitutes both male and fema~e, all to honor the gods of sex and
pleasure. There is nothing wrong; with pleasure, even sexual pleasure, but
when we are out of control and live (worship) for pleasure, then that
1:Jecomes our God.. He are now serving the Gods of sex and pleasure. This
story is not a1::out homosexuality as sarne-sex committed couples. It is a
story about God and D.is desire te, be our only God. It is a story about the
danger of idolatry.

The only other place in the New Testament that might seem as though it
condemns homosexuality is in a l.ist of sin in 1st Corinthians 6"9 and 1 at
Timothy 1:10. In a list of sins Paul includes fornication, theft; idolatry,
witchcraft, whoring, drunkenness.
He also includes malokois and

arsenokoitai These two words appeared for the first time in 1953 as
Homosexuality. Both these words are hard to translate into English from
the Greek Before it was called sodomy. Scxiomy was an all-inclusive term
that meant Hsexual sinH in general ~rhese sins changed with each culture
based on their own interpretation what was sexual sin. Sodomy included
tp..roughout time: oral sex couples h9.ving sex in the nude. masturbation.
sex on Sunday, sex with a woman who was menstruating, and tb.e list goes
OIL Many Greek scholars think the word Nalokois mean effeminate call
boys and some English translate it male prostitutes. Arsenokoitai is much
more difficult and there is more debate. Some scholars say that they are
the customers of the malokois. The Nen who bought hair-less boys, as they
did for girls, for sex. So these verses are a condemnation of sexual and
economic exploitation, particularly of children.
The Biblical authors are silent about homosexual orientation, as we lmow
it today. They do not comment on responsible love between same-sex
couples. But we are clear on one thing from the authors and from the
mouth of ,Jesus: lIle are called to love others, queer or straight
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For more information on the Bible, and what i t does and
doesn't say about homosexuality, please go to soulforce.org.

o."EEI? SI'II?11W.l..11Y.
Ol?, ONE OF 1l-1E MANY I?EASONS I'M I.AClC\N~ IN \1
1l-1ANlCS 10 l-IAI?I>\N~ ANI> 1l-1E Cl-I"I?Cl-IES OF Cl-II?IS1

I grew up in a conservative, religious family. My grandfather has
been a preacher in the Churches of Christ for as long as I can
remember, my father is a deacon, brother a song leader, mother a
Sunday School coordinator, etc. For some reason I never really liked
church, never really grasped on to the whole God thing. Of course as
I grew older I realized this was mostly because I was gay and felt a
complete lack of connection with anyone in the church and with the
Bible's teachings. Somehow, and I'm still a little unsure how this even
happened, I decided in high school to become a Christian and be
baptized. Let's just say it was a very strange time in my life. Shortly
thereafter I went to Harding, thinking that being in an explicitly
Christian community would provide me the answers and safety that I
needed to get rid of this gay thing and to become a true Christian.
BOY/GIRL WAS I WRONG
3 SWINGS FOR A CURE Aside from feeling completely
unsafe and full of anxiety at
Harding because of being gay,
perhaps what hurt the most in
terms of being able to [safely,
confidently) grapple with
questions of God and
spirituality was Harding's/the
Church's/ authors'/ teachers'
construction of homosexuality
as a "struggle" of same-sex
attraction/ desire. And what I
mean by that is this: my
identity as a gay man is not a
"struggle" of desire or
attraction, and I certainly don't
need YOU to try and convince
me that it is. Listen here. If I'm
struggling with something I'm more than happy to own up to that
and work through it, and I might even ask for your help or advice or
support. But until I do, your labeling of my identity and experience as
inherently a struggle is incredibly disempowering and strips me of
any personal agency. "Struggle" implies the need to overcome. And if
my sexual identity turns out to be something that needs conquered
and changed, I'll be the first to admit it. Until then, I'm doing just fine,
iliank~u.
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I often hear people say things like "I'm fine
with people being gay, but why do they have to
make such a big deal about it?"
It's important for us to make

ITa

big deal"

about

it because we live in a society that does. It is
still too common to hear news stories of people
being physically attacked for being LGBTQ. Last
fall saw a string of teen suicides across America
all related to gay bullying. In some cases the
kids weren't even out as gay,

just perceived as

so by their peers who thought that was a reason
to bully them.
Visibility and coming out are important to the
queer community because of issues like bUllying
and human rights. The more people are honest and
open. about who they are, the more people.will
realize that we're:really not that different
from each other. Hopefully, with that realization
the bullying and oppression will end.
We don't make a big deal out of it to make you
uncomfortable. We don't make a big deal out of it
to make ourselves seem special. We

don~t

make a

big deal out of it to shove it down your throats.
We make a ~i~ deal out of it because it is all
to often a matter of life and death.
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'lio safe space
'T'he c(oset is oyyressive. '1t's suflocatin8' 'T'he constantfear ofyeop(e
findin8 out, wonderin8 who wilT sti(( (ove you anawho wire try to
make you miseraG(e is enou8h to arive any normaeyerson to
desperate measures. '1-fardin8 is that environment. 'T'hey aavertise
(aGout once a year) this '1nte8rity 'Ministries thin8 where you can 80

if

and, they accept you, Ge 0yen with a sma((8rouy ofyeop(e. '1t's nice
to have afew yeop(e to taCk to, 6ut you're stiff hidinB- You're stiff
wonaerin8 what teachers, frien,is, ana churches wou(athink. 'Ana

if

that's on0J they think you'refixaGfe enou8h to even Gother ta(kin8
to you in the first y(ace. '1 was toea once Gy a we((-meanin8 hi8her-uy
in the '1-f'll community that '1 cou(a taCk to them aGout anythin8
re8ardin8 this issue. Weer, unfess '1 'a actua(0J liaasex. 'T'hen '1'a8et
kickeaout. '1 understanathat '1{ardin8 lias rufes, Gut this is not

0/

hefpJuC 'liow'1 not on0Jfee( as thou8h '1 can't trust any my
Christian Grothers in the Studlmt Life offia, Gut '1yroGaG0J can't
trust any those '1-fardin8yaicfcounse(ors either! 'Anawho knows

0/

whichyro/essors are safe? 'Better not say anythin8 onfaceGook or
twitter. '1nfact, you shou(ayroGaG0J just continue s0focatin8 in
that cfoset yours. '1t's safer diat way.

0/

0/

One '1-fardin8's Christian '1!c'me textGooks discusses the issue
Griif0J. 'T'he section inc(udes "research"yresenteaGy 'li'A'R'T''1-f
('liationa( 'Association of'Research ana'T'herayy '1-fomosexua(ity).

0/

0/

'T'his or8anization is known to have distortea the research
numerousysycho(08ists. One quote comes from ayrominent 1960s
researcher. 1960s. '1f we triea to yass that eff as acaaemic in a tru0J
acaaemic institution, we'aGe (au8hea out

0/ the cfassroom. 'T'here is

onfy one "exy(anation" Biven for a cfiira 6einB Bay: ayoor
re(ationsfiip witfi fiis fatfier. 'T'fiere is onfy one ({ne aecficateato
res6ians. 'T'fiis aoes not ayyfy to me at a(C So no, '1 ao notfee( "safe"
in tfie tyyica(']-(arcfinB environment. '1 fee( cfisreBaraeJ, written eff
Weer, forBet safety, '1 want to 6reatfie! '1 want aJu(( (ife, witfiout
won:JinB a60ut wfio wire stierwant to 6e arounawfien tfiey fnow tfie
rearme. So '1'm tafinB tfiat (ife, (ife it or not. ']-(owever, tfie cfiurcfi
rea(fy neeas to tfiinf a60ut wfiat it's aoinB to tfie LG'B'T' community.
'T'fie cfiurcfi 6ears most of tfie responsi6i({ty for tfiose

of us wfio no

(onBer fee( we 6e(onB tfiere. We are 6einB sfioveaout. We have to
aedae 6etween wfio we are anawfiat tfiey want us to 6e. 'T'fiere is no

'if

comyromise.
we aon't want to (ose everytfiinB we fiave ever fnown,
we fiave to coriform to tfieir iaea ofwfiat Goawants for us. '1 won't
even BO into a(( of tfie fiyyocrisy of tfie self-yrocCaimea ({tera({sts wfio
onfy tafe certain verses ({tera(fy, 6ecause tfiat's not tfie yoint fiere,
6utjust remem6er tfiat we are not Goaanacannotyresume to fnow
everytfiinBye1ectfy. We are wi(({nlJ to comyromise on some issues,
6ut not otfiers. ']-(arainB anaotfier communities neeato rea(ize wfiat
tfieyare aoinB to yeopre. You can onfy stuffus into our respective
cCosets for so (onB' 'T'fiere is onfy so mucfi ayerson can tafe.
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QueM; need safe spec:es to

exist end thrive. too!

It took me about a full year before coming out to anyone at Harding. It
was my best friend at the time and the person I ended up living with the
following year. He was incredibly receptive and supportive- didn't
question if I was actually gay, didn't pullout his bible, wasn't scared
I was trying to get in his pants, etc. Overall, a great experience.

Eventually I came out to 2 or 3 others, all had similar reactions and
were supportive. I was even somewhat out to a professor in my
department-they were wonderful, never feeling the need to intervene and
fix me but rather assumed I could handle things just fine on my own.
These people and these spaces of security were crucial for me and I know
they're crucial for other 19bt folks. Without these (with the exception
of my therapist) I would have gone way more insane than I already did at
Harding. All this to say, I'm confident that there are many more people
than one would think at Harding who have a critical view of sexuality
and who are/would be supportive of queer classmates. This goes against
what one might think in terms of the religious and political climate of
Harding but I think it's true.

So, if you're one of these people who can actively support, encourage,
and listen to a gay or lesbian friend, do that! Actively create
supportive and safe environments for individuals on your campus who are
terrified of coming out because they fear rejection from a crazy,
religious right. Prove them/us wrong. I know you're out there. Be vocal.
Speak up in class and question the anti-gay teachings and comments that
happen so regularly. Tell that person down the hall in your dorm that
"faggot" isn't a funny word. Speak up and befriend that one bullied kid
in your dorm. Before we can come out and feel safe and supported we need
YOU to come out and provide us the safe, loving space to do that.
-K
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WHY DO THEY HAVE TO SHOVE IT DOWN
OUR THROAliS ALL THE TIME?
Let's be honest, reader. You've probably heard someone say something to
the effect of" Why do they always have to push their gay agenda so loudly?" You
may even be the kind of person who'll say that about this very zine.

The idea ofshoving an idea down someone's throat is pretty graphic. It's
almost rape-like. It reminds me ofa scene from some sci-fi movie where the evil side
is force-feeding the good guy a mind-controlling slug so that he'll tell the truth. What
this would suggest is that we're always in situations where we have to fight the other
side to the death so that we don't spew out the same nonsense they are. But
truthfully, I don't usually feel that's the case when people say that. Usually, they're
just hearing (not in a conversation about, just hearing) an idea that they disagree
with.
People disagree about virtually everything. No topic is safe, be it the way a
country should be run or the best combination of pizza toppings. The problem is that
we don't flip out when we see a stranger eating a pear and gorgonzola pizza. But, if
we see a gay couple walking down a street holding hands, or (for maybe a more
relevant-to-Searcy example) watch an episode of Glee... ? Well. I'll say that I've
heard some Christians say that most ungodly things.
And the reason we don't flip out for the former is that the stranger isn't
saying his combination is "right." There is no "right" or "wrong" when it comes to
pizza. Pizza is, quite thankfully, out ofthe moral equation. Unfortunately, the idea of
sexuality isn't.
We know you don't see the LGBTQ community as something about which
you can have an opinion. But we want. you to know that it isn't something that we
can change. Most of us have spent years trying to beat pray ourselves into
heterosexual ity, or at the very least, asexual ity. And after years of tryi ng to change
and hating ourselves for not being able to, we've come to accept it, and to even love
it.
Our goal is to help you understand that our sexuality is as insignificant as
our pizza toppings; we are in no way trying to force anything upon you. I like men. I
also like pizzas topped with black olives, spinach, and heart of palm. I'm not trying
-P
to make a statement when I'm with either. I'mjust being me.

What {ifesty{e? '1'm just {ivinB'
'1'm just not attracted to men. '1 tried to chanBe that, Gut '1 wu{dn't. '1
triedto yray it away, Gut it didil't BO anywhere. '1 was never
mo{estea. '1 came from ayerfect0J normae Christian home. You
cannot hef? me Bet throuBh some trauma andexyect me to maBica{0J
rove a man.
'13ut this is what the church wants.

'ifyou don't seek hef? (and

sometimes even ifyou do) you may Ge aGandoned Gy friends, famify,
church, even emy{oyers or schoo{administrators. Why wou{d anyone
choose such a fife? 'Answer: they wou{dn't. We don't.

'if there were any

way for me to chanBe this one thinB aGout myselfthat everyone
around here seems to find so disBustinB, '1 wou{d have done it. '1 know
my queerfriends wou{d crinBe to read such a hom'?]JhoGic statement
from a homo, Gut it was true. '1t's not anymore, Gut it was. '1'd heard
my yarents make litt{e remarks aGout the ''Bay aBenda" andits
"attack on marriaBe". '1n fact, '1 can't think

of more than a handful

ofyeoyk '1 rove who haven't said such thinBs, or worse. '1 didn't choose
to Ge Bay, '1 just am. This is no {'ifesty{e. '1 live just like many of you.
The fact is, ifmy mere existence somehow affects yourfaith or your
marriaee, you must have ayretty weakfaith and a ridicu{ous
marriaee.

'if my future {ovinB, committedre{ationshiy somehow

weakens you, you are a{ready quite weak. 'Jfa raw wife chanBe the fact
that '1'm Bay andno raw wife save yourfaith or your marriaBe.
%ither wi{{ condemnation or even therayy. '1 just am the way '1 am.
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Find a permanent digital version of
this zine at www.huqueerpress.com.
Share it with your friends and print
your own copies!

/

Find a permanenyelectronic copy of the zine at:
www.huqu.eerpress.com

/
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Send hate-mail, love letters, comments & responses to:
huqueerpress@gmail.com
'
I
I

~f-©tVWW~f8W!

We highly encourage you. to do with this work
whatever you want. Trash it. Burn it. Love it. Frame
it. Share it. Reprint it. Distribute'it!
\
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